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FULL COMMITTEE MEETING TO RECEIVE REPORT OF SPECIAL 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRASH OF NAVY PLANE AT RIO DE JANEIRO 
ON FEBRUARY 25, 1960, AND REPORT OF SPECIAL SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON NATIONAL MILITARY AIRLIFT 


Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D.C., Tuesday, May 31, 1960. 

The committee met. at 10:19 a.m., Hon. Carl Vinson (chairman) 
presiding. 

The Cuatrman. Now, let the committee come to order. 

Members of the committee, I am asking a status report from the 
subcommittee appointed to inquire into the circumstances of the crash 
of the Navy airplane and the death of many members of the Navy 
Band, at Rio de Janeiro, on February 25. The subcommittee is 
headed by Mr. Kilday, chairman, Mr. Huddleston, Mr. Stratton, Mr. 
Bates, and Mr. Osmers. 

Mr. Kilday, has your subcommittee had its hearings and are you 
ready to submit a report ? 

Mr. Kizpay. We have examined into the matter and collected all 
of the information available with reference to the entire matter and 
have prepared a report, which is signed by all members of the sub- 
committee. And I want tosubmit it this morning. 

The Cuairman. Let the report be filed. 

And how many copies of the report? The usual thousand copies 
are being printed ? 

Mr. Kizpay. I don’t know. 

How many copies were printed ¢ 

Mr. Siatinsuek. We had 700 printed. 

Mr. Kirpay, 700, 

The Cuamman. All right. That is not enough. Print it in suffi- 
cient number, 

Thank you, Mr. Kilday, on behalf of your subcommittee. 

Now, members of the committee, we have several bills this morning 
and reports from the legislative subcommittees. I am not going to 
call those bills up, but I am going to call up a bill that is being con- 
sidered by the Special Subcommittee on Defense Procurement. But 
before I do that, I would like to have a statement from Mr, Rivers, 
the chairman of the special subcommittee that was instrumental in 
securing some $300 million in the appropriation bill for the further 
development of MATS aircraft. 

Mr. Rivers. 

Mr. Rivers. Mr. Chairman, on—what was the date Bob, was the 
report issued ? 

r. Smart. May 10, 1960. 
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Mr. Rivers. The Subcommittee on Strategic Airlift in the Defense 
Department, including civil augmentation, made its report to the 
chairman some 2 or 3 weeks ago. The report has been published. 

We have many copies of it—Mr. Smart has. 

One of the concrete things that the subcommittee was able to do 
was to focus the attention of the Nation on the inadequacy of the 
strategic airlift, and as a result we have persuaded the House Appro- 
priations Committee to make available some $250 million in new 
moneys for immediate off-the-shelf procurement of varying kinds 
and types of modern aircraft. In addition we have gone on record for 
the beginning of the development. of a cargo airplane which we call 
the SOR, which means specific operational requirement. 

All of those were contained in a very comprehensive report, which 
Mr. Smart, principally, has written and for which, as chairman of 
the committee, I want to pay my very highest admiration and com- 

liments to him for the dedication which he gave to the subcommittee. 

e worked day and night in these hearings. His agenda was one of 
the finest which any committee ever followed. And his work in edit- 
ing all of the testimony and preparing the report was one of the 
classic cases and instances of dedication I have seen since my coming 
to the Congress. 

One of our recommendations was to change the name of MATS 
from the Military Air Transport Service to something more in keep- 
ing with what it does. It is a strategic airlift command. And we 
have recommended that, the Defense Department change the name of 
MATS to something, rather than an air service, which is totally out 
of keeping with this important mission, to the military airlift 
command. . 

I commend the report to every member of the committee and ask 
you, if you want additional copies, they are available. 

And to the subcommittee, Mr. Chairman, I also want to express 
my very deep appreciation, because it was one of the most faithful, 
interested, and hard-working committees with which I have ever been 
associated. 

The Cuatrman. Thank you, Mr. Rivers. 

Mr. Rivers. I was very happy to be with them. 

The Cuamman. The subcommittee performed an outstanding legis- 
lative accomplishment by bringing the bacon home, to the tune of 
$250 million. 

Mr. Rivers appeared before the Appropriations Committee of the 
House and convinced them the position was well taken. 

I share Mr. Rivers’ laudatory remarks with reference to the out- 
Standing service that Mr. Smart rendered in this instance. I might 
state that that is characteristic of all assignments of Mr. Smart in 
his daily operation in the Armed Services Committee. 

We thank this subcommittee for their splendid work. 

~ (Whereupon, the committee adjourned. ) 
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